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was sacred to them, had its source. Originally the Muses were
jniy goddesses of song, though they are sometimes represented
with instruments on vases. In early times, too, they only
appear as a chorus or company, "but at a later period separate
functions were assigned to each, as presiding over this or that

branch of art. Their
names were Clio, Melpo-
mene, Terpsichore, Poly-
hymnia, Thalia, Urania,
Euterpe, Erato, and Cal-
liope.

According to the art-
distribution made, pro-
babty, at the time of the
Alexandrine school, Calli-
ope represents epic poetry
and science generally, her
attributes being a roll of
parchment and a pen. Clio
is the rmise of history, and
is likewise characterised
by a roll and pen, so that
it is sometimes difficult to
distinguish her from Calli-
ope. Euterpe represents
lyric poetry, and is dis-
tinguished by her double
flute. Melpomene, the
muse of tragedy, gener-
ally appears with a tragic
mask, a club or sword, and
a garland of vine leaves.
Terpsichore is the muse of
dancing, and has a lyre
and plectrum. To Erato
is assigned erotic poetry,

Fig. 27.-EnterPe.  Vatican.                together with _ geometry

and the mimic art;  she

generally bears a large stringed instrument.    Thalia, the muse of
comedy, is distinguished by a comic mask, an ivy garland, and a

